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A Publication of Highland Terrace Baptist Church 

                                                                                                  Greenville, Texas                     
 

August 15, 2012                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Church Family, 

On Sunday, August 26 in all three morning worship services, we will be asking you to “nominate” up to seven (7) men to 

serve you as a deacon of HTBC. After the “nominations” are received from you, they will go through a screening          

process. This process will help us determine if the men that you “nominated” are biblically qualified to serve as a deacon. 

If they are qualified and willing to serve as a deacon, and if they are to be “elected” by you, then you may vote for them at 

September 9, 2012. It is possible that you might “nominate” somebody who is already a deacon but you did not  realize 

they already hold the title and honor of a deacon.   

After these men are “nominated” by you and screened for qualifications and willingness to serve as a deacon, the names of 

these individuals that are biblically qualified will be placed on a ballot. Our goal is to have the screening completed in time 

for us to have the deacon “election” take place in all three morning worship services on September 9, 2012. You will be 

given the chance to vote either “yes” or “no” for each of these men on the ballot. Each of these men who receive at least 

two-thirds affirmation or “yes” votes from you will be considered to be chosen by you to serve HTBC in the official        

capacity of a deacon. After the “election,” an ordination council will meet and examine these men. The ordination council 

will make its recommendation to the church to proceed with the ordination of these men. The ordination of the men you 

“elect” to serve as a deacon could take place as early as September 23 or 30, but we will notify you of the ordination date 

once it has been confirmed.  

In order to assist you in choosing the men you would be honored to give the title of “deacon” at HTBC I would like to give 

you a summary of what it means for a person to be deacon. Being a deacon involves knowing what you ARE. The answer 

to this question is simple. A deacon is a SERVANT. The root word for deacon is used in three ways in the New Testament. 

In John 12:26, Jesus equated following Him as “serving” Him. (If anyone SERVES Me, he must follow Me; and where I 

am, My SERVANT will be also; if anyone SERVES Me, My Father will honor him also.). So the word for deacon 

(diakonos) speaks of the responsibility of serving that all Christians are given. In a secondary sense, the word for deacon 

(diakonia), speaks of the “gift” of serving that some people have. (Since we have GIFTS that differ, according to the grace 

given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly ... if SERVICE, it is SERVING) Romans 12:6-7. There are some   

people who have been given the spiritual gift of serving, but they might not actually have the title of deacon in the church. 

The third use of the word for deacon (diakoneo), which refers to the officially recognized office of deacon. So when you 

put it all together, every Christian is a deacon/servant in the general sense, some people are gifted by the Holy Spirit to 

“serve” God, but there are a few men who are chosen by the church to have the TITLE or OFFICE of deacon in the local 

church.   

Being a deacon involves knowing what you ARE (a servant) but it also involves knowing what you DO. The first question 

identifies the Role of a deacon, but this second question identifies the Responsibilities of a deacon.  A responsibility is 

something that we will be held accountable for by someone else. We know what deacons are supposed to be (servants), but 

what are deacons supposed to do? Someone said a long time ago that “necessity is the mother of all inventions,” and this 

was true for the office of deacon in the church at Jerusalem. In the church at Jerusalem, a need arose and it was brought to 

the attention of the apostles (Acts 6:1-2). In response to this need in the church the office of deacon had its origin. Based 

upon the wisdom of the apostles, the responsibilities of deacons were clearly defined and communicated to the 

“congregation of disciples” (6:2). There were two things the first deacons would be held accountable for in the church at 

Jerusalem. They would be held accountable for: 1) Meeting the needs of the Pastors and 2) Meeting the needs of the    

People. The needs of the people (primarily the widows), could have been met by the pastors/Apostles but this presented a    

conflict between the needs of the people and the needs of the pastors. The pastors had a need of spending time in the Word 

of God and spending time in prayer, but the people/widows had a need of being “waited on” or of being “served” on a daily 

or regular basis.  

Bloom Women’s Ministry   
Precept Upon Precept Jeremiah (Pt. 1) 
Begins Sept. 13 in B206, 9:30-11:30 am 

A Prophet’s Message for Israel that is 
timely for America ~ Book Cost: $20.00 

Sign up in atrium or contact 

 

Decision for Baptism 

Shirley Turner 

 

Sunday, August 12, 2012 

Bible Study Attendance             765 

Total Worship Attendance                  739 

Received Sunday                                                            $30,894.16 

Received to Date  $1,131,166.35 

 

QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETING 
Sunday, Aug. 26 after evening worship (7 pm) 

AND 
FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 @ 5 pm 26th in the office conference room 



Nominating Committee Request 
The Nominating Committee requests the prayers and input 
from our church family to help us in filling these important 
ministry positions at HTBC. 
 Special Friends Director and Teachers   
 Sunday Morning Bus Ministry Director 
 Legends Healthcare & Rehabilitation Ministry 
 Grief Share 
 Open Adult Teaching Positions  
Please pray with us that God will open the hearts and send 
the people He has been preparing to serve in these essential 
ministries  

Aug. 27  
2 Kings 24-25 
2 Chron. 36 

Aug. 28 
Habakkuk 

Aug. 29 
Jer. 41-45 

Aug. 30 
Jer. 46-48 

Aug. 31 
Jer. 49-50 

Sept. 1 
Jer. 51-52 

Sept. 2 
Lam. 1:1—3:36 

 

55 Plus Young at Heart 

This has been a very great summer. We have 
been able to do several things and have tried to stay cool 
while doing them. We have not had a problem staying warm. 

Lake Country Jubilee is coming up this Saturday and we 
are out of tickets. We have a total of 67 that are going, and 
we are eating at the Cotton Gin in Crandall before we go to 
the jamboree in Terrell. It is always a time of fun and       
fellowship as we are able to go and have a good time. 

The Builders worked at two locations this summer, Pilgrim 
Rest Baptist Church in Trenton and Community Seed in 
Lone Oak. Thanks to each of you who were able to go and 
help in this ministry.  There are two churches that will be 
needing help in the September and October time frame. One 
will be building an Education and Bible Study facility and the 
other a new Sanctuary. Pray for these churches and that we 
will be able to help them as they expand their ministry to 
further the Kingdom of God. If some of you men would like 
to join in with the Builders, just get in contact with Gene or 
me. 

A Special Thank You to those of you that take the time to 
pray when you are called upon. Thanks to John and Tink 
Randolph as they are so prompt to send out our prayer    
requests. You are great Prayer Warriors, as you are always 
willing to help at a time of need.  

A Special Thank You to those of our Kitchen crew    
headed up by Carmen and Chuck Foti & Co. and our 
Maintenance crew headed up by Bill Dennis & Co., being 
so faithful to always have everything just as we need it. We 
could not make it without you being available to meet our 
needs. 

A Special Thank You to our Office Staff for being so   
efficient in getting out the things that we need to use in our 
ministries. If it were not for you helping with what we need, 
we would not be able to do the things God has set aside for 
us to do. 

Dead Sea Scrolls 
Thursday August 23rd 

Southwestern Theological Seminary in Ft. Worth 
Sign up & pay ($30) in atrium.  This includes lunch! 

August 20th is the deadline to sign up. 

In Christ, 
Bro. Royce   

Brother Bobby 

 

It is with great excitement that I would like to introduce you 
to our new Lily Pad Learning Center Director.  Many of you 
will know the name immediately because she has grown up 
in this church and you have prayed, and supported her in the 
past years.  Her name is Kelli Davies!  Kelli  graduated from 
Southwestern Seminary with a degree in Chil-
dren’s Ministry.  God has placed a call on her life to         
children’s ministry.  We are excited that she will be serving at 
our church.  Please read below Kelli’s heart.  Pray for our 
Parents Day Out program as we start right after labor day. 

Connecting Kids with Christ, 

Angela Hudgins 
 

I am extremely excited to be the new Parents’ Day Out    
director at Highland Terrace Baptist Church!  I have a      
passion for working with children and their families, and I 
feel very blessed that God has given me the opportunity to 
serve Him by serving children and their families. As many of 
you are aware, I grew up at Highland Terrace.  This church 
family has supported, encouraged and prayed for me 
throughout my life, and when I felt God calling me into  
Children’s Ministry and then on to seminary, they were     
unbelievably supportive of me and this new adventure.     
Because of these reasons, I am very grateful for the          
opportunity to serve here at Highland Terrace in Parent’s 
Day Out.  I believe that this opportunity will be an exciting 
time for me to grow, serve and lead in a ministry that I care 
deeply for. 
 I am very excited about not only getting to know the kids, 
but also their families.  I believe that sharing Christ’s love 
and the Gospel with these families is a valuable part of     
Parents’ Day Out.  Finally, I am delighted about getting to 
work with an incredible staff of Parents’ Day Out teachers.  
Their heart for the Lord and their love for their students are 
truly an encouragement and blessing to me, and I am very 
excited about this opportunity to serve alongside them in this 
ministry. 
I ask for and covet your prayers as we begin this year in 
PDO; prayers for our teachers, prayers for our kids and their 
families, and prayers that God will be glorified through this 
ministry. I am expecting a wonderful year with an amazing 
group of kids, families, and teachers!  
God Bless, 
Kelli Davies 
 

          Aug. 22: Informational Meeting in Adult 1 at 6 pm 
Aug. 29: Group Meeting in Adult 1 at 6 pm 
Sept. 5: AWANA Kick-Off 

New times this year: 6:15—7:45 pm. 

 

The office of deacon came into existence for the sole    

purpose of serving or meeting the needs of the pastor and 

of the people in the congregation. These two things are 

what the first seven deacons were held accountable for  

doing. In our day and time individual churches are        

welcome to place almost any kind of responsibilities they 

want to place on the deacons of their churches. However, 

these responsibilities need to be clearly communicated to 

the church and to the deacons. According to the             

Constitution and By Laws that were adopted by HTBC, 

the duties or responsibilities of HTBC deacons are quite 

simple and quite biblical. Under the section titled Duties of 

the Deacon Body it says: “As a ministry, each active    

deacon will be assigned widows of the church to minister 

to. The deacons will also be required assigned hospital  

visitation. Deacons shall focus their attention on activities 

that serve the needs of the membership of Highland      

Terrace Baptist Church and the community. It should    

include any activity whose purpose is to help others to 

bring honor to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”   

As in the church at Jerusalem, on August 26th you will be 

asked to nominate up to seven (7) men that you recognize 

to be “servants” that you would be willing to give the    

responsibility of ministering to our widows and to those 

who are in the hospitals. As you think about those you 

might nominate, please read the biblical qualifications 

listed in 1Timothy 3:8-13 and Acts 6:3. Every Christian is 

called to be a deacon/servant but only a few good men are 

honored with the office of deacon/servant. I look forward 

to seeing the men that you nominate and are eventually 

elected to the office of deacon at HTBC! 

 I look forward to seeing you Sunday and I will once again 

be swinging the two-edged sword! 

 
 
 

 

Audio Training 
 We are always looking for additional volunteers in our 
sound and video crew.  The more volunteers we have, the 
more enjoyable it is for all.  You may think that running an 
audio board might be a job too big to tackle, so we are     
having a training session on Monday night, August 27, 
6:30 – 8:30 pm.  Josh Kaylor, who installed our mixing   
console, will be with us for a 2 hour session. 
If you are currently working in our worship services or think 
you might like to join us, this evening session is just for you.  
Hope you can come and be with us. 
 

GloryLand Singers 
August is slipping away pretty quickly, and soon it will be 
time to jump-start our year with the GloryLand Singers.  I 
am looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday, Sept. 5, 
at 10:30 am. 

If you have not sung with us before, this would be a great 
time to get started.  We meet each Wednesday of the month, 
except the 3rd one [that’s YOUNG AT HEART day]. I look 
forward to seeing you there on September 5. 

Ruth:  Bright Spots for Dark Days 

She was a Gentile.  In fact, she was a descendant of Lot, who 
was dragged out of Sodom by an angel because he was too 
worldly to leave on his own.  In fact, Lot lost his family to the 
world while living a backslidden worldly lifestyle in Sodom after 
he and his uncle Abraham had a “falling out.”  However, the 
brightest spot in his family after that was a single woman named 
Ruth.  She was a barren wife, a bereaved widow, a poor, young 
immigrant woman who had to work hard in the fields every day.  
Besides all that, she lived during a period of time when people 
were falling away from God.  Ruth lived during the time of the 
Judges, when “every man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 
21:25).   

The story of Ruth is not only a wonderful book of the Bible, it 
is also a great work of literature.  In fact, while living in Paris, 
Benjamin Franklin met regularly with a group of modernists 
who loved to share new stories.  They all took turns in telling 
new stories each week.  Franklin used his turn to retell the story 
of Ruth.  They were wild about the story.  They loved it.  When 
they asked where he found this beautiful tale, he told them he 
read it straight from the Bible.  Ruth is an amazing story that is 
loved by both Christians and non-Christians.  Almost everyone 
can relate to it. 

Warren Wiersbe says, “Ruth and Esther are the only women in 
the Old Testament who have entire books devoted to them. 
The Book of Ruth tells the story of a Gentile who married a Jew 
and became an ancestress of the Messiah (Matt. 1:5).  Ruth had 
so much going against her, yet God still worked in her situation 
and used her life with great purpose to become a part of His 
master plan.   

We live during dark and discouraging times.  We live in a     
divided and disobedient nation that has wandered away from 
God just like Israel did during the days of the Judges.  But even 
during these difficult times, God is still at work on behalf of 
those who trust and obey Him. 

Why am I writing about Ruth? Because this Sunday in my Bible 
Study class, we begin a 2-week study in the book of Ruth.  It is 
actually a part of our regular Lifeway curriculum.  We use the 
“Explore the Bible” curriculum in my class (which meets at 10:55 
in C101 across from the elevator).  But all the Bible Study    
classes that use Explore the Bible curriculum will be starting to 
study Ruth this week. 

Don’t miss Bible Study this week and don’t miss out on this 
beautiful little love story of Ruth that God included in His Bible 
just for you.  Don’t miss out on the encouragement God wants 
to give you.  See you Sunday! 

You are loved, 

Bro. Kelly 

August 26  is Promotion Sunday  
for all of FROG MEADOW AND YOUTH!  

Deacon Nomination Sunday is  

August 26 

                    August 21, 2012 
                        10 am in B101 

                      “WHAT DID YOU DO THIS SUMMER? 
                   I WENT TO PERU!!! 

Speakers: Hannah Bench, Mya Hudgins,      
Trevor Tanner 


